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To:	Community & Civic Affairs Committee Chairmen and State Achievement Week Chairmen
From: 	Bro. Terrance Platt, Chairman
Copy:	Bro. James Cistrunk, Seventh District Representative; 
            Bro. Reginald Harris, 1st Vice Seventh District Representative; Bro. George Cooke, Seventh District KRS
Date:	September 16, 2017
Re:	International High School Essay Contest Review and Reporting, Achievement Week Theme and Revised Form 77

Greetings to all of the State Chairs of the Seventh District Community & Civic Affairs Committee and the Chairs of the Achievement Week Committees of each State.  The Achievement Week theme for the upcoming November Achievement Week programming is: “When the World Calls, Omega Men Answer”.  The International High School Essay Contest theme is: “What Actions Can You Take to Promote Social Justice and Embrace Diversity of All People”.

The International High School Essay Contest form is being circulated along with this memo.  It can also be found for download on the International Website at http://www.oppf.org/essay-contest.  It is being added to the District Website as well and you will be notified when it is in place.  Please note that the initial evaluation of essays is to be done at the Chapter level.  Each Chapter should select a winner and then forward that one winning essay to the respective State Achievement Week or Civic & Community Affairs Committee Chairman.  No essays should be sent to International Headquarters or they will be returned.  Additionally, please ask each Chapter to track the number of essays submitted to their Chapter.  Each District is now keeping track of the level of participation in the Essay Contest, and that information is being aggregated at the International level.

The reporting deadlines for submission of winners for the International High School Essay Contest are as follows:

International High School Essay Contest
	Submissions due to local Chapters
	October 16, 2017

	State Winners due to District Chairmen
	January 6, 2018

	District Winner Selected
	February 6, 2018



Furthermore, as was announced by the Internaional Chair for Community & Civic Affairs – Achievement Week, Brother Charles Bruce, at the International Leadership Conference in Cincinatti, Ohio, last month, the International Community & Civic Affairs – Achievement Week Committee has completely revised/revamped Form 77, which is the cornerstone of our Committee’s infrastructure.  We have completely redone these forms so that they are more user friendly for each Chapter and easier to navigate.  They are being sent along with this memo.  Please note the following regarding the Revised Form 77 as they are very important:

· Please note the final page of Form 77 which describes the process.
· There is a separate and unique appendix document for each Award Category Application.
· Page limits for each category vary; the details are clearly defined in each application document.
· The Chapter of the Year Award Applications are also page limited.
· Members are not eligible for the Citizen of the Year Award. This was done to provide an unambiguous opportunity for the Fraternity to recognize individuals outside the Fraternity who have made substantial contributions to mankind and the community. 
· All award Applications prohibit the submission of photos (except for the allowed submission of a formal head-shot photo of the candidate for identification and presentation purposes).
· The Founders Award has been revised to become a Lifetime Achievement Award with a 25 Year Membership Service minimum. 
· The Omega Man of the Year Award criteria have been revised to provide greater emphasis on Leadership. 
· The committee did research and analysis of Fraternity demographics and determined that a "Medium Size Chapter" category was not appropriate. 
· These new criteria apply immediately to the 2016 -2017 Fiscal Year period for Awards to be presented at the 2018 Grand Conclave in New Orleans.


Brothers, please move forward with dissiminating all of this information, including attachments, to the Chapters within your respective States.  They are also being uploaded to the Seventh District Website.  Please note all of the aforementioned keypoints and deadlines and plan accordingly.  I look forward to working with all of you over the next year as we endeavor to fulfill Omega’s promise.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments at tap601@jagmail.southalabama.edu, 404-964-1625 (cell).  Thank you for your support, hard work and dedication.
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